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 Bromley Pub Walk No. 08 

 

Farnborough to Downe  

 

 

A walk through woods and farmland, with views across towards Kent to 

the picturesque village of Downe, with its choice of two pubs. 

Please read the Bromley Pub Walks introductory notes for explanation about information provided in these 

walking guides 

 

Approx. Distance:  

 2.25 miles 

Approx. Time:  

 50 minutes  

Gradients:  

 No significant gradients 

 The alternative path near the Woodman pub has some steps 

Type(s) of path(s):  

 Mostly paths through grass or cultivated fields  

Stiles / Gates:  

 This route has some stiles and kissing gates 

Road Walking: (ie. roads without footway)  

 Short section of road in Downe has no footway (approx. 250 yards) 

Livestock or crops:  

 This route includes fields which may contain livestock, crops or horses 

OS Grid References:  

 Farnborough: TQ 443643 

 Downe: TQ 432616 

Maps  

 OS 1:25 000, No. 147 

Connections to other Bromley Pub Walks:  

 From Farnborough: 

- 05 to Keston 

- 07 to Leaves Green 

- 09 to Cudham 

- 10 to Pratts Bottom 

- 21 to Petts Wood 

  

The Bromley Pub Walks guides 

have been prepared and published by Bromley 

CAMRA to encourage members and others to enjoy 

walking in the rural areas of Bromley and to visit the 

many pubs and clubs on the routes. 

If you have any comments about the Bromley Pub 

Walks guides please send an email to: 

walking@bromley.camra.org.uk 

Date of survey / updates  

- Surveyed June 2019 

- v2 update July 2022 

 

https://bromley.camra.org.uk/wp-content/Pub-Walks/Introduction-to-pub-walks.pdf
mailto:walking@bromley.camra.org.uk
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 From Downe:  

- 04 to Keston 

- 06 to Leaves Green 

- 11 to Green St Green 

- 12 to Pratts Bottom 

- 13 to Cudham 

- 14 to Berrys Green 

- 15 to Biggin Hill (Black Horse) 

- 54 to Knockholt Pound 

 On route: 

- This route crosses routes 05 & 07 

Pubs:  

 Farnborough 

- Woodman, 50 High Street, Farnborough. BR6 7BA 

- Change of Horses, 87 High Street, Farnborough. BR6 7BB 

 Downe: 

- George & Dragon, 26 High Street, Downe. BR6 7UT 

- Queens Head, 5 High Street, Downe. BR6 7US 

Public Transport:  

 Farnborough 

- 358 Crystal Palace to Orpington Stn, via Bromley 

 Downe: 

- 146 Bromley North/South to Downe 

- R8 Orpington to Biggin Hill 

Notes: 

 The section between Farnborough and Shire Lane is mostly through an area of open downland, 

with undulating wild flower meadows with some woodland copses. There are numerous paths in 

this area, including many which are not shown on the OS maps  

 Much of our route follows Bromley Council’s ‘Farnborough Circular’ walk, which is signposted at 

(most) junctions 

 The quantity of paths in this area means that it is not allows obvious which is the most direct 

route. The area is very popular with local residents for walking, so there will usually be plenty of 

people around if you do need to ask for directions. 

The Route:  

Starting at Farnborough 

 The route starts in Tye Lane, off Church Rd, very close to the High St 
 See below for the alternative starting point near the Woodman pub 
 Walk down Tye Lane, which initially runs between houses, but then after a short distance 

becomes a track between hedgerows 
 Continue along the track for approx. 100 yds. then take one of several paths to the left through 

woods to the open meadow, with good views over towards Kent.  Turn right in the meadow, 
and then continue to walk alongside the perimeter of the woods 

 (Alternatively, you can continue along the track in the woods, but you’ll not have the views) 
 (Note the path from the alternative starting point near the Woodman pub joins the main route 

at this location, via some steps) 

http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12554/woodman-farnborough
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12555/change-of-horses-farnborough
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12560/george-dragon-downe
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12559/queens-head-downe
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 At the end of the woodland, the path continues on in the same direction, across the open 
meadow, heading downhill into another copse 

 Follow the path through this copse until reaching a junction with a direction post. Here turn left 
and walk the short distance to the edge of an agricultural field (often containing a crop) 

 Turn right, and follow the perimeter hedge down to Shire Lane 

Shire Lane 

 Cross Shire Lane with care (traffic often going very fast), onto the path which is 
diagonally opposite 

 Follow the path through another large open farm field, climbing gradually uphill towards the 
woods and the junction with the LOOP and Routes 05 & 07 

 Turn right for Routes 05 to Keston and 07 to Leaves Green 
 Turn left for Routes 05 and 07 to Farnborough via High Elms Country Park 
 Continue straight on along the path, now running between hedgerows, and continue with path 

as it winds its way, including crossing two fields, via a left / right zig-zag route 
 Leave the final field via a narrow path between hedgerows and gardens until the path joins 

Rookery Rd on the outskirts of Downe village 

Rookery Rd 

 Turn left into Rookery Rd (No footway for approx. 250 yards) 
 Continue on into Downe Village, for the Queen’s Head & George & Dragon 

Alternative starting point at Farnborough (near Woodman pub) 

 This route involves some steps 
 Take Pleasant View Place, off the High St, close to the Woodman pub 
 After a few yards this narrow road becomes a path between hedgerows 
 The path then goes up a few steps and on through sports fields, finally down more steps to 

join the main route 

Starting at Downe 

 Leave the village via the High St, which becomes Rookery Rd after a short distance. The path 
starts opposite ‘Rookery Villas’ 

 Note: The route is possibly slightly easier to follow from Farnborough rather than from Downe, 
due the number of other paths and tracks in the area between Shire Lane and Farnborough. 
However, most of the paths will get you to Farnborough, but not necessary by the shortest 
route! The area is very popular with local residents for walking, so there will usually be plenty 
of people around if you did want to ask for directions. 

 

Suggested routes to link with this route to make longer circular or one-way walks: 

 There are currently eight other Bromley Pub Walk routes to/from Downe, plus another four from 

Farnborough, all as listed above.  

 There are numerous options available to combine Route 08 with other Bromley Pub Walk 

routes, to make longer circular or one-way walks. Some of possible options include: 

1.  Farnborough / Cudham / Downe / Farnborough 

 Circular 

 Routes 09, 13, 08 

 Approx. 8.25 miles 

 5 pubs on route  

2.  2.  Farnborough / Downe / Keston / Hayes Stn. 

 One way 

 Routes 08, 04, 01 

 Approx. 5.7 miles 

 8 pubs & 1 club on route 

 

http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12559/queens-head-downe
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12560/george-dragon-downe
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