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Keston to Fickleshole 
 

 

A walk over the border into Surrey through farmland and horse 

pastures   

Please read the Bromley Pub Walks introductory notes for explanation about information provided in 

these walking guides 

Approx. Distance: 4.25 miles 

Approx. Time: 2 hours  

   

Gradients:  

 Includes several steep ascents / descents, and passes through undulating terrain in parts of the 

route 

Type(s) of path(s):  

 Grass, gravel paths and tracks, some tarmac & concrete 

Stiles / Gates:  

 The route includes numerous stiles 

Road Walking: (ie. roads without footway)  

 This route includes sections of walking on roads without footways:   

- Fox Lane (approx. 600 yds.) 

- Nash Lane (approx. 150 yds.) 

- Blackness Lane / Jackass Lane (approx. 450 yds.) 

Livestock or crops:  

 This route involves walking through fields which may contain crops or livestock, including 

horses 

OS Grid References:  

 Keston: TQ 413645 

 Fickleshole: TQ 389603  

Maps:  

 OS 1:25 000, Nos. 146 & 147  

 Part of the route is covered on Bromley Council’s ‘Leaves Green’ & ‘Nash’ walks leaflets 

(includes maps) 

Connection to other Bromley Pub Walks:  

 From Keston: 

- 01 to Hayes Station 

- 02 to Leaves Green via Nash 

- 03 to Leaves Green via Wilberforce Oak 

- 04 to Downe 

- 05 to Farnborough 

- 70 to Shirley (not yet published) 

   

 

https://bromley.camra.org.uk/wp-content/Pub-Walks/Introduction-to-pub-walks.pdf
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 From Fickleshole: 

- None 

  This route includes some paths forming parts of the following routes: 

- 02,  Keston to Leaves Green via Nash 

- 62,  Leaves Green to Fickleshole 

Pubs:  

 Keston: 

- Fox Inn, Heathfield Road, Keston. BR2 6BQ  

- Greyhound, Commonside, Keston. BR2 6BP 

 Fickleshole: 

- White Bear, Fairchildes Lane, Fickleshole. CR6 9PH 

Public Transport:  

 Keston: 

- 146 Bromley North/South to Downe 

- 246 Bromley North/South to Westerham 

 Fickleshole: 

- No public transport 

Notes: 

 The bridleway can be very muddy at some times of year. For part of the route there is a path 

(not a right of way) to the east of the bridleway which is used by many walkers. This route is 

not only much less muddy, but it also affords a better view of the surrounding area than is 

possible from the hedge-lined bridleway. 

 The route through the horse pastures near Fairchildes Farm can be muddy at some times of 

year. An alternative route is possible via Park Rd, however this road has no footway and can 

be busy at times 

The Route: 

Starting at Keston 

 This part of the route follows Bromley Council’s Nash Circular walking route 
 Walk with care down Fox Lane (next to the Fox pub) to the junction with Jackass Lane (no 

footways on these roads). Note that in places this road is steep, narrow and winding, and is 
also used by many vehicles  

 Turn left at the junction with Jackass Lane, then almost immediately take the (footpath 
(signposted to Nash) on the right. Follow this path, which goes slightly uphill, mostly between 
hedgerows, to Nash Lane 

Nash Lane 

 Turn left into Nash Lane (no footway) then after approx. 150 yards 
take the gravel track on the left leading to a riding stable. Take the 
stile immediately to the left of the gates into the stable into a narrow 
path between fences 

 Follow the path, over another stile onto a track beyond the stable 
yard and then continue to follow the track until the track ends at a 
steel gate. Here turn sharp left into a narrow path which then takes 
a somewhat zig-zag route following field boundaries and eventually 
emerges onto Jackass Lane 

http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12504/fox-inn-keston
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12503/greyhound-keston
https://whatpub.com/pubs/REI/176/white-bear-fickleshole
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Jackass Lane / Blackness Lane 

 Turn right into Jackass Lane (no footway) and follow the road to the junction with Blackness 
Lane.  

 The route is now following Bromley Council’s Keston Circular walking route.     
 Turn right into Blackness Lane (no footway) until reaching a track on the right after approx. 150 

yards, signposted to Fickleshole and Fairchildes 
 After approx. 200 yards the track reaches a junction. The hedgerow-lined bridleway goes 

slightly to the right, but an alternative route is straight ahead through a farm gate (NB. This is 
not a right of way, but is recommended at times when the bridleway is muddy, provided that the 
gate is open) goes straight ahead as a gravel/concrete track into an open field 

 Both routes go gradually uphill and eventually merge at approx. TQ408626 
 Continue to follow the bridleway through undulating terrain all the way until it reaches Jewels 

Hill. (Note that this section of the bridleway is used by vehicles) 
 Route 02, Keston to Leaves Green leaves the bridleway at TQ403621 
 Route 62, Leaves Green to Fickleshole joins the bridleway at TQ402613 

Jewels Hill 

 Cross Jewels Hill with care, as this narrow road is heavily-used by vehicles, often travelling 

very fast 

 Take the track into the woods, keeping to the right at the junction of paths and follow the path 

to the stile into a large open field. Cross the stile and follow the well-defined path straight 

across the field to the somewhat worryingly-named Skid Hill Lane 

Skid Hill Lane 

 Go straight across Skid Hill Lane, through a line of bollards into what was once a tarmac road, 

which has now reverted to an overgrown track 

 Skid Hill Lane is the Bromley Borough boundary, upon crossing the road we enter Surrey, 

however the steel fence to the right of the former road is the Croydon boundary 

 At the point where the former road takes a sharp left turn, instead go straight ahead over a 

steel stile  

 Note: To avoid fields which can be muddy after extended periods of wet weather, continue 

along the former road then turn right onto Park Rd, however this road has no footway and can 

be busy at times 

 Go over the steel stile onto a path which goes straight ahead, between the hedgerow and a line 

of trees 

 Where the path enters a large open field, go diagonally left, passing close to the left side of 2 

large oak trees, heading for a stile in the distant fence 

 Cross the stile (which is in fact a double stile) and then continue diagonally through horse 

pastures and two further stiles and then head towards the gate adjacent to the left side of the 

farm buildings. Use the stile next to the gate 

Park Rd 

 The path joins Park Rd (no footway) via a timber gate adjacent to the 

entrance to Fairchildes Farm. Turn right along the road, and the White 

Bear pub is visible straight ahead 

  

Date of survey / updates  

- Surveyed July 2020 

https://whatpub.com/pubs/REI/176/white-bear-fickleshole
https://whatpub.com/pubs/REI/176/white-bear-fickleshole
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Starting at Fickleshole 

 Leaving the pub by the front door, turn left into Park Rd (no footway). Walk a short distance, 

past the pond until reaching the entrance to Fairchildes Farm on the left 

 The footpath starts at the timber gate onto the grassed area in front of the farm, then via a stile 

into the fields 

Some suggested routes to be combined with this walk 

1. Keston / Fickleshole ‘Circular’ Walk & Bus 

 Combines Routes 62 & 63 

 Approx. 6.5 miles 

 Option to visit up to 5 pubs 

 This is mostly a circular walk, it does however include an ‘out and back’ section from the 

bridleway to Fickleshole (approx. 1.5 miles each direction) 

 The 246 bus connects Leaves Green and Keston 

2. Keston / Fickleshole ‘Circular’ Walk 

 Combines Routes 03, 62 & 63 

 Approx. 9 miles 

 Option to visit up to 5 pubs 

 This is mostly a circular walk, it does however include an ‘out and back’ section from the 

bridleway to Fickleshole (approx. 1.5 miles each direction) 

3. Keston / Fickleshole / Downe ‘Circular’ Walk & Bus 

 Combines Routes 04, 06, 62 & 63 

 Approx. 9.25 miles 

 Option to visit up to 7 pubs 

 This is mostly a circular walk, it does however include an ‘out and back’ section from the 

bridleway to Fickleshole (approx. 1.5 miles each direction) 

 The 146 bus connects Downe and Keston 

4. Keston / Fickleshole / Downe ‘Circular’ Walk  

 Combines Routes 04, 06, 62 & 63 

 Approx. 11.5 miles 

 Option to visit up to 7 pubs 

 This is mostly a circular walk, it does however include an ‘out and back’ section from the 

bridleway to Fickleshole (approx. 1.5 miles each direction) 

The pubs on the above routes are located at: 

 Keston (2) 

 Fickleshole (1) 

 Leaves Green (2) 

 Downe (2) 

The combined routes could be walked in either direction, depending on 

your personal preference. 
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Sketch map for Routes 62 & 63 

 
The Bromley Pub Walk guides have been prepared and published by Bromley CAMRA to 

encourage members and others to enjoy walking in the rural areas of Bromley and to visit 

the many pubs and clubs on the routes. 

 

If you have any comments about the Bromley Pub Walk guides please send an email to: 

walking@bromley.camra.org.uk  

mailto:walking@bromley.camra.org.uk

