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In this issue: 
 

Welcome to the February e-Newsletter 

The Editor is still drinking pub beers at home. 

News about Pub of the Year and the Good Beer Guide 

Lockdown is affecting CAMRAôs annual awards, and also 
preparations for the next edition of CAMRAôs flagship 
publication.  

Beers to your Doorstep 

More pubs are now offering a delivery service. 

From the Archive, 1977 

We look at the 1977 guide to Real Ale in Bromley and at 
some of the Bromley Good Beer Guide listings for that 
year. 

CAMRA News 

The Branch Secretary runs through some of the news 
from CAMRA. 

Home Brewing 

This month Charles describes how to brew a Golden 
Oatmeal Stout. 

The Quiz 

The February Quiz is on the theme of Geography. 
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The Bromley Branch e-Newsletter is published every 

month, on approx. the first day of the month. 

Members who have óopted inô to receive emails from 

the branch will receive an email to notify them when 

each newsletter is available to download from the 

Branch Website. 

   

 

Beers to your doorstep 

From the Archive, 1977 
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Welcome to the February e-Newsletter 

 

In a normal year, January is regarded by many people as being a ódifficult monthô. This could have 

been due to them attempting to have a ódryô month, the general feeling of anti-climax after Christmas 

and New Year, or just that the weather outside is lousy. But February is normally much more cheerful, 

with the days getting longer, spring bulbs starting to appear, and you can finally stop pretending to 

be ódryô.  

However, everything is different this year, and probably most of us are struggling to find very much 

to be cheerful about, maybe even more so after the recent suggestion that the hospitality sector may 

be required to stay closed until possibly May. 

There is increasing concern that the extended period of closure will result in the permanent loss of 

many pubs and clubs. There is also the suggestion that the large pub chains are better placed to 

survive than are the small independently-run pubs, and that this will also disproportionately affect 

the smaller breweries, who donôt have contracts to supply the big pub chains.  Pete Brown, Chair of 

the British Guild of Beer Writers, wrote about this in the Guardian on 23rd January, and The World 

Tonight on BBC Radio 4 on 22nd January, featured interviews with Tom Stainer from CAMRA, and 

at the Kentish Belle (Bexleyheath) and Bexley Brewery. (Available to hear on BBC iPlayer, starts at 

approx. 34 mins). 

Our pubs and clubs have been forced to close, and unfortunately, despite heavy lobbying, this time 

the Government has ruled that they are not permitted to sell drinks to take away. However, several 

pubs and at least one club in Bromley are now offering services to deliver fresh cask beers to our 

homes. See pages 4 & 5 for more details of these places.  I can confirm that an excellent pint of cask 

Siren Yulu, as delivered by the pub this afternoon, is adjacent to my PC as I work on this issue of 

the e-Newsletter. 

Most of Bromley is within the delivery areas for at least one of the pubs or the club. If you have not 

yet done so, why not show your support of our pubs, and order some fresh beer to be delivered for 

you to enjoy at home?  

 Bob Keaveney, Editor 

 

 

 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jan/23/pubs-britain-fabric-properly-helped-lockdown-locals?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000rcd7
https://camra.org.uk/50-years/golden-awards/


 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

Good Beer Guide 2022 

So, here we are. Stuck between a rock and a hard place.  

The current lockdown is making the process of pub and club selection for the 2022 edition of the 

Good Beer Guide a seemingly impossible task, coupled with the knowledge that we (just like the 

Government) don't know when the current lockdown will actually be lifted. And then, once the 

lockdown does end, will it be replaced by other restrictions, and how will these effect the eventual 

re-opening of our favourite watering holes? 

In the meantime, its business as usual with the anticipation that the next edition of the Good Beer 

Guide will go ahead as planned. For those wanting to know more, please have a look at the CAMRA 

Discourse thread entitled óGood Beer Guide 2022 Pub Selectionô. 

Instead of the usual face-to-face Selection Meeting, accompanied by several pints of cask ale (purely 

for helping the meeting along, of course !), all CAMRA branches are going to have to adopt a different 

approach. The Branch Committee are currently looking at the available options, so this is still very 

much ówork in progressô, however at least the deadline for submissions has been put back to April. 

By which time, we should have a better idea of how matters are going to pan out... 

Nick White, GBG Coordinator 

  

Bromley Pub and Club of the Year  

In early 2020 Bromley CAMRA was able to select both a Pub and a Club of the Year for 2020, plus 

two joint runners-up for the pub award. A total of 33 members submitted nominations and 12 

members of the branch also volunteered to be on the judging panel for the pubs. Unfortunately, all 

of the planned presentation events had to be cancelled due the first lockdown.  The 2020 Regional 

and National rounds of the competition had also to be cancelled. 

It is currently hoped that London Region CAMRA will be able to carry out judging for the London 

Regional rounds of the 2021 pub and club competitions during April to June, with all the 2020 branch 

winners being carried forward for judging this year. This is of course dependent on the current 

lockdown restrictions having been lifted by that time, enabling them to reopen their doors to 

customers. 

This means that Bromley CAMRA will now not be undertaking a new selection process for either Pub 

or Club of the Year until next year. 

Bob Keaveney, Beer Score Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 Bromley CAMRA Pub and Club of the Year 

Star & Garter, Bromley. BR1 

Orpington Liberal Club, Orpington. BR6 

Joint Runners-Up 

One Inn The Wood, Petts Wood. BR5 

Real Ale Way, Hayes. BR2 

All of the above are currently offering a delivery service for cask ales.  See page 4 

https://discourse.camra.org.uk/t/good-beer-guide-2022-pub-selection/14510/138
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Draught Beer Delivered to Your Doorstep 

We are very fortunate that several pubs, a brewery and at least one club 

are now offering delivery services.  Whereas most are only able to deliver 

up to two or three miles, at least one pub can deliver to a wider area. 

Some pubs are also offering a food menu for takeaway and/or delivery.  

For this issue of the e-Newsletter we have attempted to list all of the 

outlets of which we are aware. However, unsurprisingly, this is a fast-

changing situation, therefore this information may already be out of date 

by the time you are reading it. Members are advised to check with the 

individual pub/club websites or social media for the latest situation. 

How to order your beers varies between the outlets. Some have set up 

very professional on-line beer ordering sites, whereas some others ask for you to submit your orders 

by email or text. 

On the next page we also list some places where you can still collect beers to take away. 

If you know of a pub or club offering services during lockdown that is not listed here, do please tell 

by sending an email to social.media@bromley.camra.org.uk 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BR1 
Crown and Anchor 
Á https://www.crownandanchorbromley.com/. 

Star & Garter 
Á https://starandgarterbromley.com/ 
Á https://twitter.com/StarGarterBR1 

BR2 
Bitter End Bar 
Á https://twitter.com/thebitterendbar 

Greyhound (Keston) (Food) 
Á https://twitter.com/GreyhoundKeston 

Real Ale Way 
Á https://www.facebook.com/THEREALALEWAY/ 

Shortlands Tavern (Food) 
Á https://twitter.com/ShortlandsTaver 

BR3 
Three Hounds Beer Co 
Á https://www.facebook.com/ThreeHoundsBeerCo/ 

Br3wery 
Á See next Page 

BR5 
One In The Wood 
Á https://twitter.com/oneinnthewood 

BR6 
Orpington Liberal Club 
Á Deliveries only to club or CAMRA members 
Á https://twitter.com/OrpLibClub  
Á https://orpingtonliberalclub.co.uk/delivery/ 

Rose and Crown (food) 

Á http://www.the-roseandcrown.co.uk/ 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BR7, SE20 and TN16 are listed on the 

next page 

Some examples of beer ordering websites.  

(From top: Crown & Anchor, Star & Garter, Southey 

Brewing) 

mailto:social.media@bromley.camra.org.uk
https://www.crownandanchorbromley.com/
https://starandgarterbromley.com/
https://twitter.com/StarGarterBR1
https://twitter.com/StarGarterBR1
https://twitter.com/thebitterendbar
https://twitter.com/GreyhoundKeston
https://www.facebook.com/THEREALALEWAY/
https://twitter.com/ShortlandsTaver
https://www.facebook.com/ThreeHoundsBeerCo/
https://twitter.com/oneinnthewood
https://twitter.com/OrpLibClub
https://orpingtonliberalclub.co.uk/delivery/
http://www.the-roseandcrown.co.uk/
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Lockdown Deliveries continued: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is also the Brew2You app: 
 

 

  

 

BR7 
Cockpit 
Á https://order.storekit.com/the-cockpit/menu 

Imperial Arms (food) 
Á https://imperialarms.touchtakeaway.net/menu 

SE20 
Southey Brewing 
Á https://www.southeybeershop.com/ 

Alexandra (food) 
Á https://www.facebook.com/TheAlexandraPenge 

TN16 
Old Jail (food) 
Á https://www.facebook.com/oldjail/ 

 

 

Draught Beer Available for takeaway 
 
BR3, BR3wery 
Á https://twitter.com/br3wery 

SE20, Craft Metropolis  
Á https://www.craftmetropolis.co.uk/the-pub/ 
Á https://twitter.com/CraftMetropolis 

 

BR5. One Inn The Wood 

BR7. Cockpit 

 

BR6. Liberal Club 

Important Note: 

Please note that the information on these pages was believed to be correct at the time when this 

e-Newsletter was being prepared, however the situation is likely to change on a regular basis. 

Please check the relevant social media or websites for the latest news. 
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https://brew2you.co.uk/
https://brew2you.co.uk/
https://imperialarmschislehurst.co.uk/2021/01/19/january-update-2/
https://www.facebook.com/TheAlexandraPenge
https://www.facebook.com/oldjail/
https://twitter.com/br3wery
https://www.craftmetropolis.co.uk/the-pub/
https://twitter.com/CraftMetropolis
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From the Archive, 1977 

During 2021, CAMRAôs 50th anniversary, we hope to be able to publish a number of features looking 

back at beer in Bromley during the last 50 years. 

For many years, drinkers in 

Bromley have taken it for 

granted that there would be a 

wide variety of ales available 

across the various pubs in the 

borough.   

That choice was not available 

in 1977, although at the time it 

was probably seen as ógood 

newsô that 18 different beers 

were listed, from nine different 

breweries. As a recent comparison, in 2019 Bromley CAMRA received beer scores for more than 

1,000 different beers from about 350 breweries. 

There were 44 real ale pubs listed in the 1977 guide, all but six of which were from óThe Big Sixô 

national brewers. Those of us óof a certain ageô will probably remember those days, when the choices 

available to us were mostly beers such as Ind Coope Bitter and Burton Ale, Charrington IPA and 

Bass, and Courage Directors Bitter etc.  The only slightly unusual beer listed in the 1977 was 

Theakston Old Peculier, at Ye Olde Whyte Lion.  

Shepherd Neame was represented 

by four pubs, including the Sawyers 

Arms on Bromley Common (now 

converted to a McDonaldôs).  The 

Crown at Leaves Green is listed 

offering four Shepherd Neame cask 

beers: Bitter; Special Bitter; Mild; 

and Stock Ale. 

Youngôs was available at the Bullôs 

Head Hotel in Chislehurst and at 

once-famous Golden Lion, the free 

house in Penge, which was also the 

only listed outlet for any Fullerôs 

beers.  

 

It is particularly sad to note that 14 of the 44 pubs listed in 1977 are now permanently closed. 

The full list can be viewed on the Bromley CAMRA Website via this link. 

 

Acknowledgements 

Thank you to: 

Á Dave Lands, of Croydon & Sutton Branch, for providing us with an image of his (well-used) 

copy of the 1977 guide.  
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Á Barry Phillips and Tim Wilding for facilitating publication 

https://bromley.camra.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Real_Ale_in_Bromley_in_1977.pdf
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Good Beer Guide 1977 

Eight Bromley Pubs were listed in the 1977 edition of the 

Good Beer Guide: 

Á Bull's Head, Chislehurst. BR7 

Á Crown, Chislehurst, BR7 

Á Five Bells, Bromley Common. BR2 (*) 

Á Golden Lion, Penge. SE20 (*) 

Á Jolly Woodman, Beckenham. BR3 

Á Rising Sun, St Mary Cray. BR5 (*) 

Á Sawyers Arms, Bromley Common. BR2 (*) 

Á Shortlands Tavern, Shortlands. BR2 

(*) Now closed 

 

  

 

  

  

Five Bells (L) and Sawyers Arms 

Recent photos thanks to Chris Crowther 










