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Beer Festivals Update

Welcome to the March 2022 e-Newsletter
Hi
It’s been a busy start to the year so far for Bromley Branch, with the choosing our entries for the
Good Beer Guide and selecting the Branch Pub and Club of the Year. This month sees the branch
AGM, and having now received the go-ahead, preparations are under way for the Beckenham Beer
and Cider Festival in July.
I hope that everyone survived the recent storms without incident. The sun is shining as I type this
item, I did go out into the garden a couple of hours ago, only to quickly return indoors to find another
layer of clothing.
However spring does now seem to be here and, with the clocks
going forward later this month, so we should now be able to
start to look forward to chosing to enjoy our pints sitting outside
the pub (rather than as during part of last year, when sitting
outside the pub, was all that was permitted, irrespective of the
weather).
CAMRA is looking even further ahead, and has started
planning for another Summer of Pub campaign, to encourage
members (and non-members) to enjoy the summer visiting
some Britain’s best pubs with gardens, terraces and other
outdoor seating areas.
Bromley has some excellent rural pubs with large gardens, plus also several ‘town’ pubs with
secluded outdoor drinking areas; Summer of Pub will be a chance for us to showcase them to a
wider audience.
Bob Keaveney, Editor.

Important dates for your diary
Saturday 19th March Bromley CAMRA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 28th July to Saturday 30th July Beckenham Beer & Cider Festival

2|Page

Branch Calendar, March 2022
Tuesday 8th. Petts Wood Social.
 A chance to visit our recently announced new Pub of the Year
 18:30. One Inn The Wood, 209 Petts Wood Rd. BR5 1LA
 21:20. Sovereign Of The Seas, 109-111 Queensway. BR5 1DG
Saturday 12th. Tramlink Social








A joint social event with Croydon & Sutton branch
12:30. Elm Tree, 116 Croydon Rd. BR3 4DF
13:20. Portland Arms, 152 Portland Rd. SE25 4PT
14:15. Joiners Arms, 52 Woodside Green. SE25 5EU
15:10. Claret, 5 Bingham Corner, Lwr Addiscombe Rd. CR0 7A
16:20. Dog & Bull, 24 Surrey St. CR0 1RG
17:00. Green Dragon, 58 High St. CR0 1NA

Wed 16th. Bromley Social.
 19:30. Railway Tavern, 45 East St. BR1 1QQ
 20:30. Barrel & Horn, 204-206 High St. BR1 1PW
 21:30. Star & Garter, 227 High St. BR1 1NZ
Sat 19th. Bromley CAMRA Branch Annual General Meeting.
 14:30 for a prompt 15.00 start
 Orpington Liberal Club, 7 Station Road. BR6 0RZ
Tuesday 29th. Social & Committee Meeting(*) in Beckenham

Railway Tavern

 18:30. Pre-meeting Social, Jolly Woodman, 9 Chancery Lane. BR3
6NR
 19:30. Committee, Chancery, 90 Bromley Rd. BR3 5NP

Full details of all events, including suggested public transport
options, can be viewed on the branch website:
https://bromley.camra.org.uk/calendar/

(*) Members of Bromley CAMRA who are not on the committee are always welcome to attend
committee meetings. Non-committee members planning to attend a meeting may request the
Secretary secretary@bromley.camra.org.uk to prepare and print a pack of relevant committee
papers to be made available for them at the meeting.

Photos on this page all by Chris Crowther, except the Dog & Bull, by Croydon & Sutton CAMRA
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Bromley Branch AGM, and Vacancies on the Branch
Committee
This is a reminder that the Branch Annual General Meeting will take place at
Orpington Liberal Club on Saturday 19th March 2022.
Members are asked to arrive by 2.45 pm, for a prompt 3.00 pm start.

Copies of the Agenda and Branch Accounts, etc., will be available at the meeting. Please remember
to bring along your CAMRA membership card. We look forward to seeing as many branch members
as possible.
In the February e-Newsletter, I mentioned that we needed volunteers to serve on the 2022-23
Committee in several key areas. I’m pleased to say that most of these roles do now have candidates,
which will ensure continuity, and give our branch an experienced team going forward. However, we
still need volunteers for the following posts, which are shown below, together with a short description
and clickable links to further role information:
Pub Protection Officer (Role summary and Role guidance)
- Would you like to protect pubs in your area and campaign to keep them from change
or closure? The purpose of the role is to protect pubs and significant pub heritage
within the branch area and lead campaigns to save or protect threatened pubs.
Public Affairs Contact (Role summary and Role guidance)
- The purpose of the role is to engage with, lobby and persuade local Councillors, MPs
and other political representatives within our branch boundaries to support CAMRA's
local and national campaigns.
Vice Chair (Role summary) and Role guidance)
- The role of the Vice Chair is to support the Branch Chair, sharing tasks where possible,
and deputise in their absence. You would also deputise for, or accompany the Chair,
at regional meetings.
Young Members Contact (Role summary and Role guidance)
- This is an important role that helps the branch to evolve and develop its future. The
main focus is to recruit young members and encourage their participation in CAMRA
activities, arrange social activities for them, and to promote real ale and cider.

All of the above roles can be fitted around the time you have to spare. You would not be ‘thrown into
the deep end’, since guidance, training and shadowing will be available to help you into the position.
This is a unique opportunity for you as a CAMRA branch member to bring your ideas along, have
your say, and really help shape our future.
Please contact me by email, if you want more information about any of the roles, or to arrange an
informal chat. Meanwhile, here is the link to the AGM page on the Branch website where you can
read more information and prospective volunteers can download a nomination form.
Charles Tucker, Branch Chair
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Beer Festival Update
Preparations continue for the return of Bromley Branch’s beer & cider festival. Festival Coordinator
Charles Tucker reports on the latest news.
With the government announcing an end to all
remaining Covid restrictions in England we can
look forward to a traditional CAMRA beer and
cider festival at Beckenham Rugby Club from
28th - 30th July. Everything is now falling into
place nicely, with the planning and the festival
business plan having now been agreed with
CAMRA. The beer and cider selection teams
are currently finalising the likely order list and
suitable caterers are being scoped.
The festival planning team have been working
on a suitable logo and the theme for this year
will be a general one, with the emphasis on
LocAle and sustainability (Drink Greener) and
the fact that the venue is at a rugby club. The
logo will soon be published on our web site and
social media channels, but meanwhile here is
an early draft so you can see the basic idea.
For the first time in our beer festivals, we are looking for cask sponsors to assist our overall
budget. So how will this work?
-

The sponsors name will be listed in the programme notes and their name/logo will feature
on the cask front at the Festival

-

We will also advertise their cask sponsorship on our web site and social media

-

Individual sponsorship of casks will also be available if someone wants to mark a significant
event, such as birthdays, anniversaries, etc.

-

Each cask sponsor will also have free admission for two people to the Festival on any day.

-

The cask sponsorship price will be £50 for one cask or £90 for two casks.

This will run in tandem with the more usual sponsor’s adverts in the festival programme. So, if anyone
out there thinks they may know of a cask sponsor please get in touch, or why not treat your partner
(or yourself) to a memorable cask display!
Another new approach at this festival will be the online sale of festival entry tickets and beer
tokens using the CAMRA ticketing system called ‘Tckty’. This will enable us to have a greater
understanding of the numbers attending at each session and help the overall management of the
event. We plan to start selling tickets from the end of March/beginning of April. Ticket prices will be
£3 online and £4 at the door. CAMRA members and under-26 will be free. Beer tokens will be priced
at £10.
The number of people completing the volunteer form is still increasing and, at the latest count, we
have 30 volunteers, but we still need a few more. Sign up here!
We are still lacking people who have the ‘Emergency First Aid at Work’ qualification and we need a
minimum of four such qualified people. We have an approved budget to train people and the course
last about 6 hours, the qualification itself being valid for three years. To ensure the success of the
festival please consider becoming one of our First Aiders - no first aiders means no festival!
5|Page

Now that the festival budget has
been approved by CAMRA, we
can start to purchase items for the
festival and advertising can go
ahead. Entries for What’s
Brewing and the CAMRA website
will be submitted shortly.
The next major steps will be
preparing the Health & Safety
Plan, festival insurance, and
ordering the required items from
the CAMRA warehouse.

The cider & perry bar in 2019
Festival

Meanwhile, please do keep watching the branch web page and the monthly e-Newsletters for
updates as the festival planning progresses.
Charles Tucker, Festival Coordinator
Beckenham Beer & Cider Festival, 28th to 30th July 2022
See the festival page on the Branch website
Volunteer here
All enquiries to the Festival Coordinator

News of other CAMRA festivals

Bexley Beer Festival
Bexley Beer Festival makes a welcome return,
after a two-year gap.
Thursday 5th to Saturday 7th May
Bexley CAMRA are looking for volunteers to
help run the event. The volunteer form can be
downloaded from the Bexley CAMRA website.
Bromley CAMRA are planning to have a social
at the festival, more information will be
available next month.
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Bromley CAMRA Pub & Club of the Year, 2022
The winners have now been announced.

Bromley CAMRA Club of the Year
Orpington Liberal Club has been awarded the title of
Bromley CAMRA Club of the Year for 2022.
The award certificate will be presented to the club on
Wednesday 27th April; there will also be a meet the
brewer evening with Twickenham Fine Ales on the same
evening. More information about the evening will be in
the April edition of the e-Newsletter.
This month Orpington Liberal Club is our GBG featured
venue, see the next page.
The branch AGM will also be at the club, on Saturday
19th March.

Bromley CAMRA Pub of the Year
The judging has been completed and the
judges decided that the One Inn The Wood
micropub in Petts Wood is to be the 2022
Bromley CAMRA Pub of the Year, with the
Star & Garter as the runner-up.

It has just been confirmed that the award
certificate will be presented at One Inn The
Wood on Wednesday 6th April. More
information about the evening will be in the
April edition of the e-Newsletter.

Chris Crowther

The One Inn The Wood was the featured
‘Good Beer Guide pub of the month’ in the
February issue of the e-Newsletter.

The Branch Committee congratulates the winning pub and club and the runner-up.
The Bromley Pub and Club of the Year will now both go forward to be judged for the
Greater London Award, judging for which will start in April.
Mention must also go to the other three pubs, which were also judged for the award. They may not
have won the award, but for them to be selected for judging meant that Bromley CAMRA members
have rated them as being one of the top five pubs in the borough:
 Queen’s Head, Downe. BR6
 Partridge, Bromley. BR1
 Red Lion, Bromley. BR1
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Celebrating Bromley’s Excellent Pubs and Clubs
There are now more than 90 pubs, micropubs, clubs, bars and taprooms in Bromley offering cask
conditioned ale. Bromley CAMRA is proud to be able to recognise and reward quality pubs and clubs
through the Good Beer Guide, and the Pub & Club of the Year awards.

Good Beer Guide
CAMRA’s flagship publication is now in its 49th edition. The 2022
edition lists more than 4,500 of the UK’s best pubs and clubs.
Unfortunately Bromley’s allocation for the GBG is just 10 entries,
whereas we have many more than 10 pubs/clubs in the Bromley area
which deserve to be listed in the guide. This means that each year
some difficult decisions have to be made.
Bromley CAMRA uses Beer Scoring as the sole means of identifying
pubs/clubs for possible inclusion in the GBG. All the Beer Scores
submitted during the year are collated, and then all branch members
are invited to attend the GBG Selection Meeting in January each
year, where the ‘final 10’ (plus 2 or 3 ‘reserves’) are selected by
means of a secret ballot.
All CAMRA members are encouraged to be part of the GBG selection
process by submitting Beer Scores every time they drink a cask ale
or real cider in any pub or club.
Each month during 2022, the e-Newsletter will be focussing on one of the ten GBG entries. This
month we feature Orpington Liberal Club, see page 10.

Pub of the Year
We have just announced the Bromley CAMRA Pub of the Year for 2022. The Pub of the Year
competition is one of the ways that CAMRA tries to support and promote quality pubs. The Bromley
PotY will now be judged against the PotYs of the other 12 London Branches; judging will start in
April. The winner of the London Region competition will then go forward to a ‘super-regional’ stage,
and potentially then to the national final. The national winner will be announced In November.
How does Bromley Branch select the PotY?


In December each year, branch members are invited to
submit nominations and to volunteer to join the judging
panel.
o Any member of the branch may volunteer to be a
judge.
o There is no maximum number of judges.
o Judges must visit of all the shortlisted pubs



In January a shortlist of eligible pubs and clubs is drawn up
from the list of nominations.
o The judging period is approx. 3 weeks during late
January / early February.
o Judges score the pubs on the criteria used for the CAMRA National Pub of the Year
award.
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o


The judges’ decision is based on the total number of points awarded by the judges
and on the ranking of the pubs by the individual judges.

The award decisions are announced in late February or early March

Bromley uses the CAMRA National Guidelines for judging our pubs for the Pub of the Year.
These guidelines ask judges to look at:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Quality and Condition of Product
Promotion and Knowledge of Product
Cleanliness and Staff Hygiene
Service, Welcome and Offering
Style, Décor and Furnishings
Community Focus & Atmosphere
Sympathy with CAMRA's Aims
Overall Impression and Value

Full details of CAMRA’s national guidance about
Pub of the Year can be viewed via this link.

Did you know…?
In 2015, Bromley
won the Greater
London Regional
awards for both the
Pub and Club of the
Year?

Club of the Year
Licensing regulations mean that the bars at most clubs are normally open only to members of that
club, and any guests have to be ‘signed in’ by a club member.
To be eligible for consideration for the Bromley CAMRA Club of the Year award, clubs must allow
card-carrying CAMRA members to visit the Club. Currently only four clubs in Bromley allow access
for CAMRA members, these are:
-

Beckenham Rugby Football Club
Orpington Liberal Club
Royal British Legion Club, Hayes
Royal British Legion Club, Petts Wood
As with the award for pubs, winners of
CAMRA branch club awards are entered
into the regional competitions, from which
winners can progress through to the
national award. Orpington Liberal Club
has reached the national finals (‘the final
four’) in 2014, 2016, and 2020.

A list of previous winners of the Bromley Pub and Club of the Year awards
can be found on the branch website.
Bob Keaveney, Beer Score Coordinator
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Good Beer Guide 2022. Featured Venue of the Month
Bromley is allocated just ten entries in the Good Beer Guide, with the 2022 issue listing seven pubs,
two micropubs, and one club. This month our BR6 Pub & Club Contact, Norman Warner, writes
about the multi award-winning Orpington Liberal Club.

Chris Crowther

Orpington Liberal Club has been listed in the
Good Beer Guide (GBG) every issue since
2014, and has been the Bromley Branch Club
of the Year every year from 2013.
In addition, the club is a five-times winner of
the Greater London Regional award, and has
reached the ‘final four’ in the national award in
four different years. It is therefore perhaps all
the more remarkable that this flourishing club
is managed and run entirely by volunteers.

So what is the Club’s secret to success, and how have the volunteer team, led by Peter and Phil,
achieved this? As you might expect, there are a number of contributing factors. Firstly the dedication
and enthusiasm of the whole team is fundamental.
Next, how many bars can say that, throughout 2021, cask beer has been available continuously,
either at the bar, served at tables, served in the garden, for take-out or home delivery, in sealed
freshly poured 2-pint containers? The variations in service were necessitated by the Covid
guidelines and restrictions.
During 2021, the ever-changing range of beer has
encompassed 354 casks from 62 brewers. At any one time
between three and six ales were available, depending upon
the constraints of the pandemic.
More than half of these beers were ‘LocAle’, (where the
brewer is no more than 30 miles away). LocAle encourages
the local economy and reduces the environmental impact,
i.e. less beer miles!
The Club’s aim during the pandemic was to keep to
‘business as usual’ as far as was possible, and resumed
running beer festivals and special events as soon as was
practicable.

Awards and Good Beer Guide:
- CAMRA National Club of the
Year Finalist, 2014, 2016, 2020
- CAMRA Greater London
Regional Club of the Year, 2013,
2015, 2017, 2018, 2019
- CAMRA Bromley Club of the
Year, 2013-2022
- CAMRA Good Beer Guide, 20142022

Norman Warner

The Club ran a very successful Autumn Festival last
October, with 21 casks, 2 kegs and 8 ciders on offer),
a Winter Ales week was held in December and then a
Meet-The-Brewer and tap takeover in February with
Tonbridge Brewery (as was reported in the February
e-Newsletter)
This month sees the Spring Real Ale and Cider
Festival, from 24th - 27th March, and on 27th April they
will hosting another MTB / tap takeover evening, this
time with Twickenham Fine Ales.
All this, together with a packed schedule of live music
events! What’s not to like?
Norman Warner, BR6 Pub & Club Contact
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Orpington Liberal Club

LocAle breweries
featured during 2021:

Beer Festival, October 2021

Forthcoming events at Orpington Liberal Club:


The next beer & cider festival at the club is Friday 25th March to
Sunday 27th March, plus a preview night for club and CAMRA
members only on Thursday 24th March (18:00-23:00). For more
information see: https://orpingtonliberalclub.co.uk/real-ale-and-cider-festival/



The Bromley CAMRA AGM will be at the club on Saturday 19th
March, see page 4 of this e-Newsletter for more information.



Bromley CAMRA will be presenting the 2022 Branch Club of the
Year Award to the club on Wednesday 27th April. More
information about this will be available next month.

As the name suggests, Orpington Liberal Club is a members’ club,
however CAMRA members are welcome to visit, so please remember
to take your membership card. CAMRA members who wish to visit
regularly will be asked to apply to join the club.

Bexley
Billericay
Brentwood
Broken Drum
Caveman
Craft Beer Man
Constellation
Dorking
Elephant School
Five Points
Goachers
High Weald
Iron Pier
Kent Brewery
Koomor
Marlix
Musket
Mutineers
Nelson
Pig & Porter
Portobello
Redemption
Spartan
Titsey
Tonbridge
Twickenham
Wimbledon
Plus beers from more than 30
other brewers.

Orpington Liberal Club
7 Station Road
Orpington. BR6 0RZ
Read more about the club:
 WhatPub
 Twitter
 https://orpingtonliberalclub.co.uk/

Another of Bromley’s Good Beer Guide pubs will be featured in the April edition of the
e-Newsletter.
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Pub, Club, Brewery News
A round-up of news from some of Bromley Branch’s Area Pub/Club Contacts and Brewery Liaison
Officers.
Clock House, Kent House, Penge and Sydenham,
Three of Bromley’s breweries Southey, Three Hounds
and BR3WERY, plus Ignition in Sydenham have jointly
launched a ‘Local Brewery Loop’, a three mile walk the
four breweries in the area.
According to their website:

“Each venue has maps to take away to guide you on your
route.
“On the back of the map is a loyalty card which you can
get stamped at the bar on purchase of your drink in each
venue.
“Once you have collected all four stamps - show the staff
at any venue to receive your ‘I looped the loop’ exclusive
button badge!”
Not all the venues are open every day, and the website recomends the best times to do the loop, so
as to catch all four of the taprooms/bars.

Good Beer Guide 2022
is now Sold Out!
However, have you tried the
Good Beer Guide App?
The GBG App is available as a free
download, so you why not try it out?
The free version gives you access to
some GBG data, but the full version costs
only £4.99 per year.
Use it to find Good Beer Guide pubs,
other pubs (directly from WhatPub data)
and to submit your beer scores.
Click here for more information
This is an actual screen shot
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CAMRA News
The Branch Secretary runs through some of the national and regional news from CAMRA.
Good grief, did I really say that spring was on the way only last month? Having seen my local area
twice make the BBC news the other night, thankfully with no major injuries (the 320 bus driver was
incredibly lucky, as indeed was the driver of the Alliance van) plus an attempt at snow at the
weekend, it seems that Mother Nature has more for us yet!
But MARCH has the Spring Equinox, a time to move on from the fireside to the pub garden, complete
with parasols, upturned flower pots (thank heavens I no longer smoke) and staggering out of the pub
with a tray of beer, crisps and soft drinks, only to trip on that last step….
Hoping we get a sudden warm dry spell, what has CAMRA been up to over the last month?
The taxing of alcohol
Well, on this, CAMRA and SIBA are urging the Treasury to amend tax plans to help small brewers
and cask beer thrive. New research from the CAMRA shows that Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s plans
for a new way of taxing alcohol excludes many small brewers and cider producers.
The changes, announced in last year’s Budget, offer a different rate of taxation for beer and cider
served from draught in order to encourage people to drink in and support local pubs and other
licensed venues. (AKA, Good News)
However, the tax break is only applicable for beer and cider served in containers of 40 litres and
over, which excludes many of the country’s finest small and independent brewers. It seems that
34% of licensees said they stock products in containers less than 40 litres to improve the quality and
choice of beer and cider for consumers.
Please follow this link for more on the CAMRA National Chair’s views on this (along with some
pretty coloured charts!)
Bottle Beer and Cans – a new publication
Following on from my notes last month concerning Real
Ale in a Bottle, I am delighted to be able to mention the
new publication ‘United Kingdom of Beer’. This is the only
book on the market to focus on British and Northern Irish
beers available in bottle and can. It is written by one of
the UK’s foremost beer writers, Adrian Tierney-Jones,
and features a carefully curated selection of 250 of the
best UK beers available.
The book offers a comprehensive overview of the
numerous types and styles of beer available in modern
Britain, complete with tasting notes and fascinating
background stories about each beer. It also gives an
insightful look into how to pair the beers with food, mood
and occasion. (Lager and a ruby murray eh?)
With a wide selection covering nine different beer styles
ranging from muscular Best Bitter to midnight-black
Imperial Stout, it is the perfect guide to find a beer to cater
for all occasions and moods, from an evening spent in
front of the fire to a barbecue with friends.
Available from 31st March 2022 from CAMRA Books, at a Members price of £14.99 plus p&p.
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Sports on your pub TV
There is more than football, cricket and horseracing to be enjoyed
(if you wish) on your pub’s TV. The Winter Olympics may have
finished (and congratulations go to our National Curling Teams), but
during February CAMRA was seen to be urging pub-goers to
support their local pub/club by choosing to watch the Winter
Olympics and the Six Nations games at their local – did you do that?
To help viewers find a local screening for the games, CAMRA has
set up a special filter on the home page of the online pub
directory WhatPub, which allows people to search easily online for
local pubs with sports TV, or by using CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide app.
COVID 19
I know, I know, you have had enough of this, but just to highlight that an All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Pubs (the ‘Pubs APPG’) has launched its ground-breaking ‘Raising the Bar’ report, which
aims to quantify the effect of the pandemic on pubs and the people who run them and identify
opportunities to create a thriving pub sector. Follow this link read the CAMRA press release.
The Inquiry received over 15,000 responses from publicans,
consumers, industry groups and academics – with many
reporting that the Government did not understand the pub trade
as well as it could, and that the current legislative framework
surrounding the pub trade is disjointed.
It outlines key recommendations to Government, including tax
reforms, debt crisis management, refining of the Pubs Code
legislation and more direct investment. The full report can be
found at: https://apppg.camra.org.uk/inquiry/
And just so you know - The All-Party Parliamentary Group on
Pubs is made up of MPs from all parties and groupings, and aims
to promote and support pubs, landlords and the communities
around them.
CAMRA provides the secretariat service for the Pubs
APPG. More details on the Inquiry can be found on the APPG’s
website.
International Women’s Day – 8th March
CAMRA will be celebrating female brewers in the run-up to
International Women’s Day (8th March) by introducing a special
edition beer box and brewer-led virtual tasting, which will feature
five of the nation’s top female brewers.
The tasting, which will take place at 7 pm on the 3rd of March, will
be hosted by Laura Hadland, freelance food and drinks writer and
bestselling author of the book ‘50 Years of CAMRA’. Follow this
link for more information.

That wraps up CAMRA news at the time of writing. Let’s hope that this month sees a return to the
pub garden!
Kent Sadler, Branch Secretary.
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Sorry, there is no quiz this month. We hope that the quiz will return for the April issue.

Contacting Bromley CAMRA




Website:
Twitter:
Facebook:

bromley.camra.org.uk/
twitter.com/CAMRAbromley/
facebook.com/bromleycamra/

General enquiries about the branch should be sent to: branch.contact@bromley.camra.org.uk
All officers of the branch can be contacted direct by email, full details can be found on the branch
website: https://bromley.camra.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/
The March Newsletter will be published on 1st April 2022
You can contact the editor by email: newsletter.editor@bromley.camra.org.uk.
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of their individual authors and are not
necessarily endorsed by the editor or CAMRA.
© 2022 Bromley CAMRA
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