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Branch Calendar, January 20,@ 2023

Happy New Year!

Full details of all events, including suggested public transport options,
can be viewed on the branch website: https://bromley.camra.org.uk/calendar/

Mon 9. Good Beer Guide Selection Meeting.

= 20:00. Chancery, 90 Bromley Rd, Beckenham. BR3 5NP.
= Please arrive in time to allow for a prompt start.

= Please bring your Membership Card.

= Please note the change of time for this meeting

Thu 12", Bromley Common Social.

= 19:20. Two Doves, 37 Oakley Rd, BR2 HD
= 20:40. Hit or Miss, 6 Chatterton Rd, BR2 9QN;
= 22:00. Bitter End Bar, 139 Masons Hill, BR2 9HY.

Wed 18". Out of area social in Blackfen and Sidcup (aka ‘51
bus social’).

= 18:30. Broken Drum, 308 Westwood Ln, Blackfen, DA15 9PT.
» 19:40. Hangar, 37 The Oval, Sidcup, DA15 9ER.
= 21:00. Hackney Carriage, 165 Station Rd, Sidcup, DA15 7AA.

Mon 23, Hayes Social.

= 19:30. Roval British Legion Club, 14 Station Hill, BR2 7DJ.
» 20:30. Real Ale Way, 55 Station Approach, BR2 7EB.

Tue 31%. Committee Meeting. (*)
= 19:30. Lord Holmesdale, 184 Homesdale Rd, BR1 2QZ.

(*) Members of Bromley CAMRA who are not on the committee are
always welcome to attend committee meetings.

Non-committee members planning to attend a meeting may request
the Secretary secretary@bromley.camra.org.uk to prepare and print a
pack of relevant committee papers to be made available for them at
the meeting.

Cover Photos: Thanks to Norman Warner (358) & Glyn Davies (Reading)
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
HAYES (Kent) CLUB

Chris Crowther


https://bromley.camra.org.uk/calendar/
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12530/chancery-beckenham
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12511
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15150
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12515
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BEX/106
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BEX/156
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BEX/126
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15130/royal-british-legion-hayes-kent-club-hayes
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15134/real-ale-way-hayes
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12491/lord-holmesdale-bromley
mailto:secretary@bromley.camra.org.uk

Good Beer Guide Selection Meeting

This month we have the meeting where we select the Bromley entries
for the next issue of the Good Beer Guide.

Almost at the stroke of midnight on Christmas Eve (well, 11.59 pm to
be precise), the 2022 beer scoring year ended. And all those beer
scores kindly submitted by yourselves are then processed and
churned to produce the data we need to decide which 20 candidates
will make it onto the shortlist, from the nearly 100 pubs and clubs that
serve cask ale within the Bromley CAMRA area.

To make it onto the shortlist, we use the top 20 pub and clubs with the
highest total average beer scores calculated from the data. To qualify,
they must have a minimum of:

= 10 beer scores,

= from a minimum of 5 members,

= over 4 calendar months within 2022.

And then we have a jolly good meeting with some beer ...

The Good Beer Guide Selection Meeting is open to all Bromley
CAMRA members and will be held on Monday 9" January, now
starting at the later time of 8 pm (ahem, a slight overlap with a Pilates
class being avoided !) in the upstairs meeting room at the Chancery, 90
Bromley Road, Beckenham, BR3 5NP. Please bring your
membership card.

I will be hosting this meeting, whereby we have a (very) brief
discussion on the relative merits of each of the 20 candidates before
having a vote on the 10 entries to be put forward for the Good Beer
Guide 2024 edition. We will also be selecting two reserves just in case
any of the 10 successful entries have to be rejected for any reason,
such as change in management, cask ale no longer being served or,
worse still, pub closure.

Keep scoring!

Nick White, Good Beer Guide Submissions Coordinator
gbg@bromley.camra.org.uk

We need your Beer Scores in 2023

Bromley CAMRA uses beer scoring to identify
pubs/clubs for possible inclusion in the Good
Beer Guide.

National Beer Scoring System

Beer scoring is quick and simple using

WhatPub or the GBG App Please see the branch website for more
information about Beer Scoring

Happy New Beer Score!

Beer Scoring for 2023 has now started, all scores submitted for any beers consumed since 25th
December 2022 will be included as part of the 2023 scoring year.
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NB. These 3 photos were not taken in Bromley pubs


https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12530/chancery-beckenham
mailto:gbg@bromley.camra.org.uk
http://whatpub.com/
https://camra.org.uk/about/publications/camras-good-beer-guide-app/
https://bromley.camra.org.uk/beer-scores/
https://bromley.camra.org.uk/beer-scores/

Branch AGM and Committee Vacancies
The 2023 Bromley CAMRA AGM will be held in March.

This is notice that the Branch Annual General Meeting will take
place at the Orpington Liberal Club on Saturday 18" March
2023. Attendees should aim to arrive before 2.45pm, for a
prompt 3pm start. This is an important date in our diary as we
review what has happened over the last Committee year and
set about electing a new Branch Committee to take us through
the forthcoming twelve months.

In addition to the standard committee roles, we also have nine
Pub/Club Contacts that cover our Branch pubs and clubs, and
who are our 'ears' on the ground.

Some of the positions are currently vacant or will likely be
vacant in the next Committee year of 2023-2024. Details of the
vacancies were notified to branch members in November and
December. If you missed the notification here is a link to the
content. Meanwhile if you wish to stand for any of the above
positions here is a web link to the nomination form. Please do
consider enquiring more about the posts if you believe you have
the necessary skill sets.

Further details on the AGM, including attendance procedures,
administration processes, likely vacancies, and how to submit
nomination forms for the Committee posts, will be given over
the coming weeks leading up to the AGM date. These details
will be communicated to you via the monthly e-Newsletters, on
the Branch website, on our social media platforms, and also by
direct branch member emails.

In the meantime, please put the date in your diary and watch
out for future AGM communications on the channels indicated
above.

Charles Tucker, Branch Chair (until March 2023)

"‘ Bromley Branch
Campaign for Real Ale

The 2022 AGM
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ﬂommittee Posts \

- Chair;

- Vice Chair;

- Treasurer;

- Branch Secretary

- Membership Secretary;

- Beer Scores Coordinator;

- Branch Contact;

- Festival Coordinator;

- GBG Coordinator

- Learning & Discovery
Coordinator.

- LocAle Coordinator;

- London Drinker
Coordinator;

- Newsletter Editor;

- Pub Database Officer;

- Pub Promotions &
Awards Coordinator

- Pub Protection Officer;

- Public Affairs Contact;

- Social Media Coordinator;

- Social Secretary;

- Web Master;

- Young Members contact;

Plus the nine Area Pub/Club
Contacts:

- BR1toBRY

- SE19/SE20

- Biggin Hill, Downe &
Cudham

Note: Many of the existing
postholders have expressed their
willingness to continue in their
roles for a further year from
March 2023.

However, all members of Bromley
Branch are entitled to apply for
any of the above posts, providing
they have a Nominator and a

\ Seconder. /



https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/13760/orpington-liberal-club-orpington
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBL5i70gZxOwGvi7I7pgiWBDPNX84hAr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBL5i70gZxOwGvi7I7pgiWBDPNX84hAr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-fu_OqU5iHRvn7lwRLz3U7300BB2GAKg/view?usp=sharing

Bromley Pub & Club of the Year, 2023

The selection process for the 2023 Bromley Pub & Club of the Year has now started.

This is reminder that that all members of Bromley
CAMRA are invited to nominate their favourite
pub for the title of Bromley CAMRA Pub of the
Year 2023, and also to nhominate a club for the
club award.

We also need members to volunteer to join the
judging panel.

Thank you to all those members who have
already submitted their nominations, and/or
offered to be judges, however more volunteers
for judging would be very welcome.

However, there is not very much time left, as nominations need to be submitted no later than 15"
January. Please follow this link to the online nomination form.

The January Quiz

Bob Keaveney, Acting PotY/CotY Coordinator

More information about how we select our pubs and
clubs for the award can be found on the branch website.

The site also contains a list of previous winners and
runners-up of the awards.

Happy New Year! This month’s quiz is about New Year.

1)

2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7
8)
9)
10)

New York City is host to one of the world’s biggest New Year Celebrations. Where

Exactly?

Chinese New Year is celebrated as the festival of which season?
In which decade did Sydney Harbour Bridge first host their annual New Year’s firework

display?

Which song do we most associate with New Year in the Western World?

In which year did the threat of the Y2K computer virus occur?

Upon which day will New Year’s Day fall in 20237?

What calendar does the Chinese New Year follow?

By what name is New Year’s Eve known in Scotland?

What name is given to the Jewish New Year?

What currency was introduced on 1% January 19997

Martin Gee, Quizmaster

This month the answers to the quiz are at the foot of page 12.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYVjsEu9eOmAPqwRQhHEk257QFd4EeP6Ovi32hnPgMrRfa7w/viewform?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Bromley+Branch+Pub+and+Club+of+the+Year%2C+2023
https://bromley.camra.org.uk/poty-additional-information/

Beer Festival News

Work has already started on planning for the 2023 Beckenham Beer & Cider Festival.

If you didn’t already know, there’s a new team in town running the 2023 Bromley CAMRA Beer &
Cider Festival, comprised of veterans and novices with a new Festival Coordinator (that's me!).

The new team has held our first meeting to identify any issues that arose from last year’s excellent
festival, including the beer running out. A plan is in place to stop that from happening this year.
We've got lots of ideas (too many for one beer festival) that we hope you'll approve of, and I'll be
able to give more information once things are confirmed.

We visited the Beckenham Rugby Club in November - a big thank you to Brian for accommodating
us for another year. A preliminary site assessment gave us lots of ideas, and | am in the process of
seeing what equipment is available for our festival.

2023 Beckenham Beer & Cider Festival
271 — 291 July

Beckenham Rugby Football Club
Balmoral Avenue, BR3 3RD

Please put the date in your calendar

/\/\/

The 2022 Bromley CAMRA Festival was the most successful to date and we want to expand on its
success.

No festival could go ahead without the strength of the volunteers, and | know it can be daunting for
anyone to offer, but if anyone wants to help, even a little bit, at the 2023 Bromley Beer Festival, |
would love to hear from you.

If you want to volunteer, or have any questions or queries, please contact me.

Anne Claridge, Festival Coordinator
festival.coordinator@bromley.camra.org.uk
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The 358 Bus / Pub Crawl, Part 3

This month, in the final part of our bus trip, we follow the route of the 358 from Bromley Common,
through Locksbottom, Farnborough and Green Street Green to its terminus at Orpington Station.

To Crystal Palace via Bromley
A  Town Centre
See Part 2, in the December e-Newsletter

Click on the pub name to
read about the pub/club on

WhatPub
Bromley Or.pington:
Common Cricketer's Knoll

Orpington GPO
Orpington Liberal Club
Maxwell

KWhite Hart

J

Near Bromley Bus Garage:
Two Doves

==

Orpington

Locksbottom:
Black Horse
British Queen
Whyte Lyon

Locksbottom

Farnborough

Green St
Farnborough: Green
Change of Horses
Woodman
Green St Green:
Queen's Head
Rose & Crown
Royal Oak

This map is not to scale.
Pubs are listed in alphabetical order
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https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12545/cricketers-knoll-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15140/orpington-gpo-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/13760/orpington-liberal-club-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12549/maxwell-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12546/white-hart-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12563/black-horse-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12562/british-queen-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12561/whyte-lyon-ye-olde-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12555/change-of-horses-farnborough
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12554/woodman-farnborough
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12551/queens-head-green-st-green
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12552/rose-crown-green-st-green
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12550/royal-oak-green-st-green
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12511/two-doves-bromley-common
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12564/buff-orpington

The third (and final) section of the 358 route takes us past, or very
close to a total of 14 pubs, plus one club, all serving cask ales.

Resuming our journey on the edge of Bromley Town Centre, the bus
continues heading south along the A21. Alight at the Bromley Bus
Garage stop for the Two Doves; this pub is on Oakley Rd, and can
be reached by walking along Gravel Hill, opposite the bus garage

Another three stops takes us to Locksbottom and the PRU Hospital.
There are three pubs in Locksbottom: the Black Horse; British
Queen; and Whyte Lyon.

Next comes Farnborough Village, with its two pubs, the Change of
Horses, and the Woodman. There was a feature on Farnborough in
the September issue of the e-Newsletter.

Alight at the Farnborough Hill / Bus Garage stop for the three pubs in
Green St Green. The 358 buses are operated from this garage, and
therefore it is not unusual for a crew change to take place here. Walk
along High St. to get to the pubs. The first pub is the Queen's Head,
an Ember Inn. The other two pubs are both adjacent to the
roundabout on the A21, the Royal Oak and Rose & Crown.

Back on the bus, the route now takes a sharp turn left after the bus
garage and heads towards the centre of Orpington, passing the Buff
at Crescent Way.

Once in Orpington town centre, the route does an ‘out and back’
along the high street to the Walnuts Centre, before it returns to the
War Memorial roundabout to complete its route at Orpington Station.
In this area, you have the choice of four pubs, plus the multiple award
winning Orpington Liberal Club.

Which bus stop in Orpington?

War Memorial: Orpington GPO
Orpington Liberal Club
White Hart
Cricketer's Knoll

Tubbenden Lane: Maxwell

Some statistics:

Based on data available as at 1t November, there were a total of 98
pubs and eligible! clubs in Bromley, which normally served at least
one real ale. Half of these venues are either directly on, or within
approx. 10 minutes walk of the 358 bus route. A further six pubs are
a few minutes of further walking.

= Directly on the route: 22 pubs/clubs
= Within approx. 10 mins walk: 27 pubs/clubs

1 To be eligible, a club must allow access to card-carrying members of CAMRA
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REQUEST STOP -
Farnborough Green \

_Green Street Green

Pub photos, from top:
Two Doves, Woodman,
Queens Head, Orpington
Liberal Club, Maxwell.

All the pub photos are by Chris Crowther,
bus stop by Norman Warner



https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12511/two-doves-bromley-common
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12563/black-horse-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12562/british-queen-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12562/british-queen-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12561/whyte-lyon-ye-olde-locksbottom
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12555/change-of-horses-farnborough
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12555/change-of-horses-farnborough
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12554/woodman-farnborough
https://bromley.camra.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/202209.pdf
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12551/queens-head-green-st-green
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12550/royal-oak-green-st-green
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12552/rose-crown-green-st-green
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12564/buff-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15140/orpington-gpo-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/13760/orpington-liberal-club-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12546/white-hart-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12545/cricketers-knoll-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12549/maxwell-orpington

History of the 358 route

The 358 is now a high frequency trunk route in southeast London,
however, when it began it was very different.

The route was started by small independent bus company, Metrobus, in
1989, with just two return journeys a day, Monday to Friday only. Initially,
it was operated as a commercial service and London Transport passes
were not accepted; it being cash fares only. It was operated with double
deck buses, running via Westmoreland Road Bromley and did not serve
central Bromley.

In 1991 it became an hourly every day service, and was diverted via
central Bromley, using single deck buses, due to the railway bridge at
Shortlands. In 2002 it was taken over as a TFL route, with Metrobus
running the service under contract.

At 15 miles long, it is one of London’s longest routes. It has always been
operated by Metrobus (now part of the Go Ahead Group) from their garage
at Green Street Green.

Richard Martin

Gone, But Not Forgotten

The Editor looks at three of the lost pubs along Bromley Common / Hastings Rd.

There used to be more pubs along this part of the 358 route, including some which actually appeared

in the Good Beer Guide (GBG).

Two of these pubs have now been converted to new uses, whilst a third has
been demolished and the site redeveloped. However, in a nod to their

previous uses, all three have pub-styled signage on posts.

Following the route of the 358 towards Orpington, the first of these former
pubs was the Five Bells, where a tile retailer now occupies the site. Once a
Charrington house, this pub appeared in the GBG in 1976 and 1977. The

1977 edition described it as a ‘busy, popular and

b1 [9)

U
~
—

viewed via this link.

! friendly local’’ Some old photos of this pub can be

Next, adjacent to Bromley Bus Garage, and now
converted into a McDonalds was the Sawyer’'s Arms.

&) AR

This pub appeared in no less than five editions of the
GBG, listed as serving Shepherd Neame beers. The
final appearance was in 1981, which noted ‘The only

A a draught mild in the area’. Some old photos of the pub

can be viewed via this link.

The final former pub, now converted into a Majestic Wine, was the Plough.
Bromley CAMRA have no knowledge about this former pub, however a 1986

photo shows Whitbread signage. More photos can be viewed via this link.

Credits: The photos of the modern signs are all by Bromley CAMRA’s ‘unofficial branch photographer’, Chris Crowther.
The above links to the old photographs are all to the ‘Dover Kent Archives’ website, which contains old photos of a

remarkable number of Bromley’s pubs. Follow this link to see their index for Bromley.
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https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15056/five-bells-bromley
http://www.dover-kent.com/2016-project/Five-Bells-Bromley-Common.html
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15070/sawyers-arms-bromley-common
http://www.dover-kent.com/2014-project/Sawyers-Bromley-Common.html
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15079/plough-bromley-common
http://www.dover-kent.com/2015-project/Plough-Bromley.html
http://www.dover-kent.com/2014-villages/Bromley.html

Tim Lewis

A Free®) Day Trip to Reading
The Editor has been to a couple of the Good Beer Guide pubs in Reading.
(*) Excluding the cost of the beer...

Do you have a London Freedom Pass? If so, did you know that you can now use it to go all the way
to Reading?

Early last month, we discovered that the Freedom Pass now appeared to allow ‘those of a certain
age’ to travel all the way to Reading, and to the intermediate stations, but only if you travel on the
Elizabeth Line service. This seemed too good to be true, so we decided to give it a try...

The 2023 Good Beer Guide lists five pubs in Reading, however we limited ourselves to just two of
them. Infact, it was a struggle to drag ourselves away from the first pub, as it had twelve handpumps,
ten of which were with Thornbridge beers, for a tap takeover.

Nags Head
5 Russell St. RG1 7XD

On the day of our visit there
were ten Thornbridge beers,
plus one each from Tiny Rebel
and Siren.

Also numerous ciders and craft
kegs.

The Nags Head, is a bit of a hike from the station, but is certainly worth making the effort to get there,
and not just for the twelve handpumps. (Please see the WhatPub description for full details).

Our second pub was the Greyfriar, very convenient for the station, with five ale handpumps in use
on the day of our visit. It was interesting to note that two of their five pumps had dark beers (Five
Points, Railway Porter & Wantsum, Black Prince).

Greyfriar

WhatPub describes it as:
‘Traditional yet modern pub with
eight handpumps and 14 keg
lines, offering a good choice of
beers from local, independent
breweries. Bottled and canned
beers also come from country-
wide and foreign brewers...’

The small print

- The London Freedom Pass will get you all the way to Reading, or to any of the intermediate stops, however the 60+
Qyster is NOT valid beyond the London boundary;

- Applies only to Elizabeth Line trains. NOT on services by other operators;
- Journey time between Reading and Paddington is approx. one hour (and there are no toilets on the trains!);

- The Freedom Pass does not work on the barriers at Reading, so you will need to show your pass to the member of
staff on the gate.
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https://whatpub.com/pubs/REA/READIN0550/nags-head-reading
https://whatpub.com/pubs/REA/15/greyfriar-reading
https://whatpub.com/pubs/REA/READIN0550/nags-head-reading
https://whatpub.com/pubs/REA/15/greyfriar-reading

Local Pub, Club & Brewery News

Our BR6 Area Pub and Club Contact looks back at some changes during 2022, and we have a photo
form the branch’s final social event in 2022.

BR6, Orpington

During 2022, we saw a net increase of real ale outlets in | . TNVETR
Orpington, albeit only by one. The new addition was that of e Q b‘
Chelsfield Lakes Golf Centre, which has now been reliably CHELSFIELD LAKES
serving a cask ale for more than six months. In the last 3 or 4 B

months, Tonbridge Traditional has been available and in very WELGOME

good condition, whenever I've tried it. O ~rhe et

BAR & RESTAURANT

This is not a private club, so with the venue open to the public
seven days a week, this is a welcome addition to the area. There OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

is good access on foot from both Knockholt or Chelsfield stations, Y -

via 20 to 30 minutes of walking along mostly rural footpaths. Alternatively, the R7 bus stop is about
10 minutes walk away along Court Road, which although busy, has a continuous footway. If you can
find a designated driver, the Golf Centre has by far the largest pub car park anywhere in Bromley
borough!

Sadly, during the year we said goodbye to the former Wetherspoons, the Harvest Moon. We
understand that the closure was due to the lease not being renewed.

The loss of the Wetherspoons was balanced out by the reopening of the nearby White Hart, after a
closure of more than a year due to a fire.

Members will probably recall that long-standing licensees Ade & Kay left the Five Bells in Chelsfield
in June, with the former chef, Sam, taking over. The public bar has now been redecorated, with the
adjacent toilets refurbished. There is live music on Wednesdays and a quiz night every Tuesday,
with Ade returning as quizmaster. Opening times have returned to the 'pre-Covid' hours of Mon to
Sat 12to 11 & Sun 12 to 10. When | was there during the Christmas period, there were three ales
on: Wainwright Amber Ale; Whitstable Bay; and Doom Bar.

Norman Warner, BR6 Area Pub and Club Contact

The Twixmas Social

The now traditional annual Bromley CAMRA Twixmas Social took place on 29t
December. The ‘official’ itinerary was three pubs, however several additional pubs
were also visited by some members of the group. The pubs included Crown &
Anchor, Anglesey Arms, White Horse, Red Lion, Lock & Barrel and Star & Garter.
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11 | Pa g € Photos: Some of our group in the Red Lion, the Red Lion’s collection of Good Beer Guides,
two of the beers on in the Star & Garter. (Plus a couple of pics of pub signs.)


https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15112/chelsfield-lakes-golf-centre-chelsfield
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12546/white-hart-orpington
https://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12558/five-bells-chelsfield

CAMRA News

The Branch Secretary runs through some of the national news from CAMRA.

Well, | hope that Christmas was a happy one for you, and that the New Year brings you good luck
and fortune.

Certainly, having reviewed the latest lists of brewery closures, we all need the good fortune (as could
the England football team)!

Hopefully you received and read our CAMRA Chairman’s Christmas message issued on 19"
December providing a synopsis of the year, and what CAMRA has been working on.

On a more detailed note, let me sum up what CAMRA was doing during December 2022.

Brewery closures and the £20 pint!

Well, | mentioned above the plight of our breweries, as every day seems to see another closed. With
some it may be that their business model was wrong, but many others have closed due to
unsustainable costs. Wherever this occurs, someone will be now missing their favourite pint.

CAMRA has made a plea to the Chancellor to confirm that breweries, pubs, and hospitality
businesses will receive support, especially given that the current scheme runs out in April 2023.
Read more about this here. Fingers crossed for the New Year!

Follow this link to see more on the research behind the conclusion that more pubs and breweries
will be forced to close.

Thankfully, there has been a degree of support, as the Government has frozen the alcohol duty in
the New Year, until August which. Our Chair, Nik Antona comments “CAMRA now looks forward to
the new, lower rate of duty on draught beer and cider served in pubs and clubs coming into force in
August 2023, to really help our locals compete with the likes of supermarket alcohol”. Read more
about this here .

The story of the vicar and the pub...

With this being the holiday season and,
importantly, Christmas, let us feel a little sorry
for our ancestors who were once banned from
celebrating Christmas through a holiday or
indeed even singing!

Thankfully, such views are no longer generally
held and it warms the cockles of my heart to
see the news relating to the Brewers Arms in
West Malvern. Following closure in June with
its future uncertain, the local community raised
sufficient funds to buy and run the pub
themselves.

However, those volunteers were unable to Click on the photo for the link to read more about this story.
source a landlord/lady and it was not looking

good. In steps a new team of volunteers, including the vicar, the Reverend Rebecca Elliott, who will
each be filling the breach and carrying out shifts behind the bar. | wonder what her sermons will be
like!

News continues on next page...

Quiz answers:
1) Time Square; 2) Spring; 3) 1970; 4) Auld Lang Syne; 5) 2000;
6) Sunday; 7) Lunar; 8) Hogmanay; 9) Rosh Hashanah; 10) The Euro
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https://camra.org.uk/press_release/plea-for-energy-bill-help-as-string-of-breweries-shut-up-shop/
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/risk-of-20-pint-or-thousands-of-pub-closures-if-energy-bill-help-isnt-extended-for-pubs-says-camra/
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/alcohol-duty-freeze-welcome-respite-for-pubs-brewers-and-consumers-camra/
https://whatpub.com/pubs/WOR/1786/brewers-arms-west-malvern
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/vicar-steps-in-to-rescue-a-community-owned-pub/

CAMRA Podcasts

Just a reminder to keep an eye out on CAMRA on line to see what
podcasts are available. The first episode of the new season was PUBS
on 7" December entitled “Tis the season for ... food and drink” and
this highlighted some exceptional beer and cider pairings to be
enjoyed with your Christmas Dinner. Did you catch it?

Going forwards, the schedule reopens in the New Year on 11" PEOPLE
January with “New beer resolutions” “How to drink beer and NOT

gain weight” — Mmm | must tune in!

PODCAST

Follow this link for more on this, and also other scheduled podcasts

Click on the image to find all of the
through to 7th June. Pubs. Pints. People podcasts.

A CAMRA roadmap

No, not one guiding you to the best beer in the world or best taproom etc. but CAMRA setting out its
digital future!

So, what does this entail? Well, (to quote) ‘CAMRA is putting together a roadmap to strengthen its
digital future by developing one centralised digital experience that promotes all facets of the
campaign, whether that’s featuring beer and pub experiences or CAMRA’s range of beer festivals
and events.’2

Exactly what that eventually looks like will be determined over the next two months as CAMRA
consults and engages with its volunteers, members, and the wider public.

The development of the final digital experience is expected to take place in the second half of 2023,

CAMRA Digital Futures will be issuing a survey to members over the coming weeks to determine
how best to meet the needs of its users with design and development planned throughout 2023. So
watch this space (or your inbox!). To find out more, please follow this link

This survey includes the million dollar question ‘What about those of us who don't like (or are unable)
to use computers or mobile phones to connect with the campaign?’ Although the cynic in me wants
to ask how those members will answer that question, if they are unable to use

’I\—_I their computers etc. [personal view!].

However, one thing it does do is bring home the need for all members to check
our ‘personal preferences’on the online CAMRA Membership pages, to ensure
MY MEMBERSHIP we all receive such online information. Similarly, do please check out with your
Edit my preferences CAMRA member friends and colleagues, to ask if that they have checked their
preferences lately. You know it makes sense!

And finally

Well, that’s it. Bye bye 2022, hello 2023. | hope to see and meet more of you at our various socials
throughout the year — just visit our diary for more information.

Kent Sadler, Branch Secretary

2 [What's wrong with using plain English? — Editor]
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https://camra.org.uk/press_release/the-camra-podcast-returns-with-a-special-christmas-episode/
https://camra.org.uk/about/media-centre/digital-futures/
https://camra.org.uk/my-membership/
https://camra.org.uk/my-membership/
https://shows.acast.com/pubspintspeople

CAMRA
member?

Please score
your beer in
this pub

* monitor beer quali
in pubs

« identify pul
Good Beer

0 Nocask k

1 Poor. Bee
from barely ¢
drinkable with consider
resentment.

2 Average. Competently kept,

drinkable pint but doesn'’t inspire

in any way, not worth moving to

another pub but you drink the beer

without really noticing. 4 Very Good. Excellent beer in

3 Good. Good beer in good form. excellent condition.

You may cancel plans to move to 5 Perfect. Probably the best
the next pub. You want to stay for you are ever likely to find. A
another pint and may seek out the seasoned drinker will award this
beer again. score very rarely.

Score your beer today at

WhatPub.com or use the

! A proposed new
Good Beer Guide app.

poster from CAMRA
Download the app today by visiting Campaign to promote Beer

for

camra.org.uk/gbgapp Real Ale Scoring

Contacting Bromley CAMRA

=  \Website: bromley.camra.org.uk/
= Twitter: twitter.com/CAMRAbromley/
= Facebook: facebook.com/bromleycamra/

General enquiries about the branch should be sent to: branch.contact@bromley.camra.org.uk

All officers of the branch can be contacted direct by email, full details can be found on the branch website:
https://bromley.camra.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/

The February e-Newsletter will be published on 15t February 2023

You can contact the editor by email:
newsletter.editor@bromley.camra.org.uk.

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of their individual authors
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editor or CAMRA.

© 2023 Bromley CAMRA
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