
  BROMLEY BRANCH 
Dear Bromley CAMRA member, 

Beckenham Beer and Cider Festival, Thursday 7th to Saturday 9th June 2012  

Plans are well underway for the second beer and cider festival at the Beckenham Rugby 

Club. Although many of the fine details are still being arranged, we’ve taken on board 

comments from last year in an attempt to make it even better this time. 

We’ll have a bigger bar, more beer and cider, hopefully more bar staff, a marquee, music 

and improved catering. The opening games of Euro 2012 will be shown in the Clubhouse on 

Friday evening and a marquee will be football-free, with live entertainment. 

We need volunteers! This will be the first festival run by our newly formed branch and our old 

chums in South East London will be preoccupied with their own new festival at the Oval 

Cricket Ground just 3 weeks earlier, see http://www.selcamra.org.uk/. If you can spare some 

time during our festival, please fill in a staffing form by going to 

http://www.bromleycamra.org.uk/html/festival.html and following the links (if you receive this 

by post, a form is enclosed). You don’t need to be experienced and any contribution you can 

make will be much appreciated. If you prefer, just call our Festival Organiser, Geraldine 

Rolfe on 0208 697 3693. 

If you have an interest in cider and would like to learn more, then come along to our festival 

planning meetings and get involved with planning the cider bar. We will be supported by the 

London Regional Cider Rep, so you could learn all about cider from the best! The next 

meeting is on 13th March 8 pm at the Swan at West Wickham. 

Branch Logo 

Calling all artists! We’d like a logo, unique to our branch. Would you like to have a go at 

designing one? It should be kept simple enough to be printed on T-shirts and glasses but still 

say something about CAMRA and Bromley. The CAMRA roundel at the top of this page 

must also be included in the design. Here are a couple of examples already being 

considered. The left-hand one depicts Bromley’s boundary with stylised beer contents.  The 

right-hand one contains a raven, making association with the borough’s Ravensbourne 

River.  If you like either of these please let us know, but feel free to have a go yourself. 

     

http://www.selcamra.org.uk/
http://www.bromleycamra.org.uk/html/festival.html


We’ll be making a decision at a committee meeting soon, in time for the design to be 

unveiled at the Beckenham Beer and Cider Festival. 

Committee Vacancies. We still need to fill a few vacancies – an Under 30’s Representative 

to help us involve younger members, a Cider Representative to help us campaign for real 

cider and perry in Bromley and someone to deputise for our Web Master if he’s unavailable. 

If you’re interested in any of these or could persuade a fellow Bromley CAMRA member to 

have a go or would just like to know more, contact details are at the end of this letter. 

Good Beer Guide and Pub of the Year. The process to select our pubs for the 2013 Good 

Beer Guide is well under way. A short-list has been surveyed and they will be submitted by 

mid-March. We also have a panel of judges in the separate process of surveying for our pub 

of the year and the result, made known at our committee meeting on Thursday 1st March, 

was that the Red Lion in Bromley North had won. Our thanks go to everyone who submitted 

recommendations and beer scores over the past year. Please keep the scores and 

comments coming. 

Pub Socials. We’re off to an excellent start. Since the beginning of this year, we’ve started 

to hold very well attended and enjoyable pub socials. These are obviously opportunities for 

us to get together and enjoy some excellent ales in good company. They’re also a chance 

for us to interact with publicans, bar staff and other customers. The more of us there, the 

bigger the impact we make. If you’ve not already had the pleasure of joining us, why not 

make a point of coming along soon. You can be assured of a warm welcome. Many are 

coming for the first time to a CAMRA social as we get our new branch underway. Here are 

the remaining meetings in March but remember to look in What’s Brewing, London Drinker 

and our web site www.bromleycamra.org.uk for the following two months. 

Friday 16 March, South Penge Crawl, 7.30 Kent House Tavern, 8.30 Goldsmith’s             

Arms, 9.30 Maple Tree. 

Monday 26 March, 8 pm, Barrel and Horn, Bromley BR1 

Email Addresses. Although many will have been receiving emails over the past few 

months, we still have about 250 of our 800 members who can only be contacted by letter. It 

will cost over 40p to print and send each letter, but nothing to send an email. Multiply over 

40p by 250 and you’ll see it takes a big chunk out of our resources and although we’re 

committed to keeping all our members up-to-date, we’d rather spend the money on 

campaigning. It also takes several hours to print, fold, stuff, address and stamp 250 letters 

and we’d rather be down the pub! If you have access to the internet, please, just send an 

email to p.rolfe@talktalk.net and he’ll add you to the list of those able to receive. Help 

us keep you informed! 

Cheers! 

Colin Brand, Chair, Bromley CAMRA. cmbrand@aol.com, Tel 07713 357 873 or 020 8249 0189 

http://www.bromleycamra.org.uk/
mailto:p.rolfe@talktalk.net
mailto:cmbrand@aol.com

