
NEWSLETTER JUNE 2013 

1,000 MEMBERS 
It took CAMRA 40 years to build up a membership of 800 in Bromley Borough 

but just a year and a half, since we became an independent branch again, to 

push that membership to over 1,000. Well done to our committee for helping 

to make this happen and well done too, to the over 200 new members who 

had the good sense to join us. 

We’ll be celebrating this landmark in the Red Lion, 10 North Rd, Bromley, BR1 

3LG, on Monday 1st July from 8pm, where we hope you can join us. We’re 

having a cake made especially for the occasion.  

Getting the needle over the Porcupine 

On a less happy note, the sale and closure of the Porcupine in Mottingham 

caused outrage to the local community. It was sold by Enterprise to the 

German Supermarket Chain Lidl who promptly boarded it up with hardly any 

warning. The campaign to stop its demolition received national media 

coverage and prompted a debate in the House of Commons. Bromley has lost 1 

in 6 pubs in the past 3 years. There’s more information on Twitter -

@PorkyMottingham. 

Will we have a Beer Festival this year? 

Well, we hope so! Efforts continue to find a suitable venue for the autumn. A 

number of possibilities have been looked at and we anticipate making some 

progress soon. 



Pub and Club of the Year 

Congratulations to the Grape and Grain, our Branch Pub of the Year. A 

certificate was presented by Bob Gray, our Committee’s Area Representative 

for SE19 & SE20, on a splendid evening at the pub in May. The runners-up were 

the Barrel & Horn in Bromley and the Five Bells in Chelsfield. We’ll be making a 

“Merit Award” to the Barrel & Horn soon and the details will be in our diary. 

This year, we also decided to make a “Club of the Year” award. The clear 

winner was the Orpington Liberal Club and a certificate was presented to them 

by Tom Phillips, our Area Representative for BR6, on another fine evening, at 

the Club, in April. Later this year we’ll be making an award to a “Pub of the 

Summer” and a “LocAle Brewery of the Year”. 

“Mad March” Cider Festival 

Our Cider and Perry Festival was a great success and sold out by early evening. 

This was the first “cider and perry only” festival in Greater London for decades. 

Bromley CAMRA’s Cider Representative, Julian Barrett and the other organisers 

did a great job and we hope to repeat this event. Awards to Rough Old Wife 

Dry and Double Vision Medium, winners of the cider and perry of the festival 

competitions will be made at the Kent Beer Festival at about 1pm on Saturday 

20th July. 

Cider Talk and Taste 

Talking of cider, two other events were held recently. In April, a “Cider and 

Food Pairing Tasting” was organised by Lisa Wadlow, our Women’s 

Representative. Lisa was helped by Lorraine Davies, Geraldine Rolfe and Dan 

Jeremiah, our Under 30s Representative and it was held in an impressive room 

in the Crown & Anchor, Bromley. You can see Lisa’s article about this in the 

current London Drinker. Lisa has also begun to write regular articles for our 

web site. Lorraine later gave a talk on the same subject at Penge Library in 

May. Both events were very successful so watch out for others similar to come. 

Peter Rolfe, Chair, Bromley CAMRA, www.bromleycamra.org.uk, 

inquiries@bromleycamra.org.uk, twitter @danyjeremiah    Continued... 

http://www.bromleycamra.org.uk/
mailto:inquiries@bromleycamra.org.uk


What?ub 
CAMRA’s Whatpub database is intended to be the premier online directory of UK pubs 

when it goes live to the public in September 2013. Before then, the system is accessible to 

CAMRA members only. The success of the system will be dependent upon the quality of 

information provided by our members. All of the real-ale pubs in the borough are already on 

Whatpub. You can help CAMRA by checking the details of those pubs which you are familiar 

with and letting us know of any information which needs correcting or which can be 

improved upon in any way - for instance if you can do a more detailed description, or if you 

have a better photo. You can do this in one of three ways :- 

 

a) Logon to Whatpub, and view the details for the pub. Then click on "Add/Edit Details" and 

follow the instructions. This won’t change the database directly, but your feedback will be 

sent to the Bromley Whatpub feedback team. The Whatpub database can be found at 

whatpub.com. You can logon using the same details that are needed to access the main 

CAMRA website. 

 

b) Send an email to whatpubfeedback@bromleycamra.org.uk 

 

c) Complete a survey form and hand it to any committee member. The survey form can be 

downloaded from the downloads section of the Bromley CAMRA website 

bromleycamra.org.uk. 

Tim Wilding, Webmaster, Bromley CAMRA 

A Walk on the Wild Side 

(Or a brief guide on walking to country pubs within Bromley borough ...) 

 

The London Borough of Bromley is blessed with the fact that nearly half the borough is in 

countryside. This makes for some interesting challenges when visiting some of the more 

countrified pubs that serve real ale which fall within the domain of Bromley CAMRA. For 

those of you keen on building up a thirst whilst walking in picturesque landscape, the 

following may be of use (assuming no-one isn't scared off by any Oak Processionary moths...)  

 

Good places to start (and end) a walk are always at a pub ... 

 

For ease of access by rail and straight into the sticks, you could try:  

o Hayes station, with the NEW INN opposite. 

o Chelsfield station, with the CHELSFIELD next door. 
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Alternatively, regular buses go from Bromley to ... 

o Keston village - with both the FOX and GREYHOUND. 

o Leaves Green - with both the CROWN and KING'S ARMS 

o Downe village - with both the QUEEN'S HEAD and GEORGE & DRAGON 

o South Street (south of Biggin Hill) - with the APERFIELD (formerly the 

FOX & HOUNDS) 

o Farnborough village - with both the CHANGE OF HORSES and WOODMAN. 

o Green Street Green - with the QUEEN'S HEAD, ROSE & CROWN as well as the 

ROYAL OAK (for the more upmarket moth) 

 

And if its chucking down with rain, then you may be tempted to stay in the pub. 

Fortunately over the years, Bromley Council services have established a multitude of circular 

walks, all of which seem to call at a pub or two along the way ... These, as well as the 

promotion of "Darwin Country" and the establishing of the "London Loop" trail are 

introducing visitors to the real ale pubs within the borough. 

Popular destinations to walk to (and back from!) are: 

o Chelsfield village - with the FIVE BELLS, plus the BO PEEP a bit further 

on in Maypole. 

o Pratt's Bottom - with the BULL'S HEAD (Knockholt station is about 1 mile). 

o Cudham - with the BLACKSMITH'S ARMS (popular with many walkers). 

o Berry's Green - with the OLD JAIL (Biggin Hill is just over 1 mile away). 

plus Downe as mentioned above (thank goodness for the 146 bus) 

 

Along the way, you might visit Hayes and Keston Commons, Keston Ponds, High Elms 

Country Park, Nash and Well Wood, the footpaths around Downe where Charles Darwin 

walked and contemplated the Origin of Specials, and into the outback of Horns Green and 

the surrounding dry valleys that make up the North Downs ... 

 

And, of course, you can easily construct your own route (with the assistance of the 

Ordnance Survey Explorer 147 map ... mine is rather worn) to connect these various pubs 

together! 

Cheers! 

Nick White, Bromley CAMRA. 

 

(And now for something completely irrelevant ... 

Did you know that Charles Darwin was also a JP and held sessions at the WHITE LION in 

Locksbottom? Not so much Ye Olde Whyte Lyon back then ...) 


