
This is the summer edition of the Bromley CAMRA newsletter.   It is designed for online reading
rather than for printing.   There are various links to websites, documents and email addresses, which
are shown in blue.   Feedback regarding this issue would be welcome and should be sent to
news@bromley.camra.org.uk .

Chairman’s Chatter
It’s festival time!

Bromley CAMRA will soon be welcoming members and visitors to our annual
beer festival, which this year returns to Beckenham Rugby Club.  As this will
be the first beer festival since I took over as Branch Chairman I’m looking
forward to meeting as many members as possible during the festival.

With up to 50 real ales on offer, the festival is the ideal opportunity to try
different beer styles and to taste many beers which are rarely seen in
Bromley pubs, plus several favourites from local breweries. In addition to the
beers there will also be more than 20 ciders and perries on offer.

We’re also still looking for volunteers to work at the festival; don’t worry if
you’ve never previously worked at a festival, it’s all great fun and full
instructions will be given.   You can volunteer online by following this link.

More about the festival on the back page.

New members

Bromley CAMRA now has more than 1,380 members, more than double the number than when the
branch relaunched in 2011; this makes Bromley one of the fastest growing branches in London.

The branch runs a very full and varied calendar of social events, including visits to pubs and pub
crawls throughout our branch area and elsewhere, visits to nearby festivals, country walks/crawls
and days out by train to places such as Brighton, Ramsgate/Broadstairs and Canterbury. There are
about 90 real ale pubs in Bromley, these include busy town-centre watering holes, backstreet
community pubs plus several attractive ‘country pubs’ in the rural parts of our area, and every pub
is accessible by public transport. Attending our branch social events is an excellent means for
members to discover ‘new’ places to enjoy their beer and cider. New faces are always made very
welcome on socials, so, if you’ve recently joined the branch, or even if you’ve been a member for a
few years but have never been on a social, why not look at  our branch calendar and put some dates
into your diary?

Bob Keaveney (Chair)
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The Porcupine - Mottingham
Bromley CAMRA have from time to time worked with the Porcupine Development Group in their
long-running pub preservation campaign.    The article below has been provided by the group.

The Porcupine Development Group is a community group based in Mottingham London SE9. Our
remit is to get our local pub, the Porcupine re-opened. The pub was purchased by Lidl in early 2014
and was promptly closed. We have campaigned to stop Lidl demolishing the Porcupine, and
replacing it with a Lidl supermarket. Our campaigning has been successful (the site was registered
as an asset of Community Value) and Lidl have had their application (and appeal) for planning
permission turned aside. They have now decided to sell the site and have lodged an Owners
Intention to Sell with Bromley Council. This triggers the interim moratorium period (to 8 August
2016) where we register our intention to be treated as a potential bidder.

We now have to start moving to work up our proposal to bid for the Porcupine site.

As a community based group we are serious in our intentions, but we do need more help to get our
plans to fruition. We need more members. If you have skills in raising finance (from all angles!), the
pub business, legal matters, business planning, social networking and blogging, or just want to join
us – you will be so very welcome. E Mail ted-rowlands or call 07940 912985

Other News from around the borough

Since the publication of the last newsletter,  The Rose and Crown  in Green St Green  has reopened
after a substantial refurbishment, and is now operated by the Whiting & Hammond Chain.   The
venue now has an eclectic food range, with changing menus printed daily.  Despite the food
emphasis, casual drinkers are welcome in the Central bar area.   There are six handpumps, with
beers mainly from the Charles Wells stable, but with usually at least one guest.

As this newsletter was being completed, we heard that The Greyhound in Keston had been acquired
from Enterprise by Shepherd Neame.    Bromley CAMRA understands that the existing management
team will remain in place, with the real ale range modified to include one changing selection from
the Shepherd Neame range.   The Greyhound is currently Bromley CAMRA’s runner-up Pub of the
Year.

The Golden Lion in Penge has closed and is boarded up.   The venue has not been a traditional
pub for a long time, and certainly didn’t serve real ale.   Bromley CAMRA understands that there are
plans for the development of residential accommodation on the site.

It’s that time of year again, and the Great British Beer Festival is almost
upon us.

The GBBF is organised  by CAMRA and offers visitors over 900 real
ales, ciders, perries and international beers as well as fantastic
entertainment, food, seating areas, and traditional pub games to enjoy
all under one roof in the heart of London.

More details about the festival can be found on the dedicated website:

http://gbbf.org.uk/
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Bromley CAMRA Member Benefits

Membership of Bromley CAMRA entitles you to benefits in many of the pubs and clubs around the
borough.   You will need to show your membership card in order to obtain the benefit concerned.
Please note that unless stated otherwise, discounts apply on a “one per card” basis.   So if a member
buys a round of four drinks but only two of the four people are members, only two of the drinks will
be discounted.   Please also assume that discounts apply to full pints, but not halves, unless explicitly
stated otherwise.  Click on the pub or club name for more information about the venue concerned.

The Shortlands Tavern    This pub was the runner-up for Bromley CAMRA Pub of the Year in both
2014 and 2015.   It offers 50p off the price of a pint of real ale to CAMRA members (25p off a half).

The Greyhound  (Keston) offers a 50p per pint or 20p per half on purchases of real ale.  This pub is
our current Pub of the Year runner-up.

The Bricklayers  (Beckenham) offers members 50p off the price of a pint of real ale (25p half).   This
pub is currently our Community Pub of the Year.

The Ramblers Rest (Chislehurst) offers 20p discount on the price of pints of real ale.

One Inn The Wood (Petts Wood) - Offers members 20p off the price of a pint of real ale, or 10p off
the price of a half.   This is the current Greater London CAMRA Pub of the Year, and the only micropub
in the borough of Bromley.

The Swan and Mitre (Bromley High Street) Offers a 10% discount on purchases of real ale.

The George (Beckenham) offers 10% discount on purchases of real ale

The Barrel and Horn (Bromley Market Square) has a discount of 50p/pint for CAMRA members

The Partridge (Bromley Market Square) offers 50p off a pint to card carrying CAMRA Members

Ember Inns

All the Ember Inns in the borough offer a 20p discount to CAMRA members on the purchase of real
ales.  They also have a real ale club on Mondays when prices are reduced further (currently to £2.49)
but note that the discount doesn’t apply on Mondays. There are four Ember Inns in the borough:
The Queens Head (Green Street Green)      The Queens Head (Chislehurst)
The Black Horse  (Locksbottom)           The Railway (West Wickham)

JD Wetherspoon

All CAMRA members receive a number of vouchers throughout the year for a 50p discount on the
purchase of a pint of real ale.  There are 5 outlets in the borough where these may be used:
The Sovereign of the Seas (Petts Wood)      The Moon and Stars (Penge)
The Greyhound (Bromley North)        The Richmal Crompton (Bromley South)
The Harvest Moon (Orpington)

Access to Clubs (production of membership card will be needed).

The Orpington Liberal Club The Bromley Labour Club

http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12502/shortlands-tavern-bromley 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12503/greyhound-keston 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12524/bricklayers-arms-beckenham 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12568/rambler-s-rest-chislehurst 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/15045/one-inn-the-wood-petts-wood 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12484/swan-mitre-bromley 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12484/swan-mitre-bromley 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12519/george-inn-beckenham 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12485/barrel-horn-bromley 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12478/partridge-bromley 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12551/queen-s-head-green-st-green 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12565/queen-s-head-chislehurst 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12563/black-horse-locksbottom 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12532/railway-hotel-west-wickham 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12537/sovereign-of-the-seas-petts-wood 
ms9w
TG1w
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12477/richmal-crompton-bromley 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12548/harvest-moon-orpington 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/13760/orpington-liberal-club-orpington 
http://whatpub.com/pubs/BRO/12513/bromley-labour-club-bromley 


We are now less than three weeks away from our
beer festival.   Preparations are going well, we are
keeping our fingers crossed for good weather and
we look forward to seeing many of our membership
in attendance.

If you would like a sneak preview of the beer list
and the tasting notes, please click here.   The notes
will be printed in the (free) festival programme, so
there’s no need for you to print them at home.   Of
course we are vulnerable to one or two of the beers
not settling properly, or last minute substitutions,
but these are unusual events, and the vast majority
of the beers will be available until they sell out.

Please note that the festival opens at 3pm on the
first day - Thursday -  but at 11.00am on both of
the following days.

At previous festivals we have noticed that we get
several inquiries regarding our policy with regard
to children attending.    We welcome families to our
Beer Festival.  Children aged 17 years or under
must be out of the hall by 6pm but are welcome to
use the marquee and the outside areas.

Children must be supervised by their parent or guardian at all times.

Any other queries should be sent by email to the festival organiser

VOLUNTEERS.   The festival is staffed entirely by volunteers.   We have received dozens of volunteer
applications and most positions are filled.  We would still however welcome anyone who would like to
act as a steward.   Click on this link to volunteer online, or if you would like more information please
email the staffing organiser.

Social Calendar
And finally, please don’t forget that Bromley CAMRA operates a busy social calendar throughout the
year.   The current schedule can be seen by clicking here, and includes a branch visit to the superb
SIBA beer festival in Tonbridge on Saturday July 9th, and the ever popular Crystal Palace Triangle
social on the 16th.   The latter is a joint event with CAMRA’s South-East London and Croydon/Sutton
branches.    The online diary will be updated with events for August and September around mid-July.

The content of this newsletter was compiled by Bromley CAMRA member Tim  Wilding.   Views expressed may be those of individuals rather than of CAMRA as a whole
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